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We all have smoke detectors in our homes since they are required by code.  They are 
also the best way to alert your family if there is a fire or smoke in your home giving you 
precious time to leave your residence and save your life.  You might think today's 
homes would be more resistant to fire, would burn slower and be more fireproof. NOT 
THE CASE!  Groundbreaking research by Underwriters Laboratories is now proving that 
today's modern homes actually burn eight times, or 800 percent, faster than the homes 
most of us grew up in.  UL researchers describe it as a perfect storm of conditions 
including new, lightweight, manufactured woods and homes loaded with synthetic 
materials like polyester and polyurethane, which are making our homes burn faster and 
hotter.  To be blunt, occupants of a home or apartment had more time to exit to safety  
years ago then today, so smoke detectors in our home are even more important for our 
family’s safety. With that said your smoke detectors are those little discs that are on 
your wall or ceiling that we rarely pay attention to, but maybe we should give them a 
little more love so to speak. 

Most of the smoke detectors we have in our homes are hard wired which means that 

they are wired together to your electric system in your home and have a battery back-up 

in the event the electricity is interrupted. If one activates, they all activate throughout the 

house. Some of us may have added additional smoke detectors in addition to the 

hardwired system; however they operate solely by a battery.     

Whether you have a hardwired smoke detector or a stand-alone, the battery should be 

replaced once a year; usually when the clocks change in the spring or fall is a good way 

to remember.  Also those Carbon Monoxide detectors you may own may work with a 

battery, so they need to be changed also. You may have a standard battery in your 

devices or a new lithium battery which last for about 10 years.  The only way to know is 

to open them and check them. By the way if they “chirp” before the year is out, you 

need to find the one that is chirping and replace it.  The chirp is a warning that THE 

BATTERY IN THE DEVICE IS NEARING THE END OF ITS USEFUL LIFE. Also smoke 

detectors should be tested once a month by pushing the button on the detector.  They 

are no good to you if they do not work when they are supposed to.  Like any other 

mechanical device in our home they require maintenance. 

Now for the part that you may not know! Did you know that a Smoke Detector is only 

good for 10 years! Why you may ask?  Well there are sensors inside the detector that 

break down over time. Nothing lasts forever. Yes there is a built in obsolescence even 

for smoke alarms. How do you know?  Well you need a ladder or someone that has a 

ladder to take the detector down and check the date of manufacture on the back of the 

alarm.  Some of you may be living in a home that is less than 10 years old. However like 

all materials that are stored in a warehouse, you do not know how long they were in 



storage before they were installed in your home!  If your home is more than 10 years 

old, most likely the smoke detector is due for replacement. Now back to the battery; 

even if you have replaced a battery in a detector and it continues to chip it may be the 

detector itself and a candidate for replacement. 

HOW TO REPLACE THEM: 

Well if they need to be replaced, take one down (most just unscrew from the base they 

are attached to. (If you are uncomfortable doing this, a local handy person or electrician 

can assist with this endeavor) If they are hardwired they simply unplug once released 

from the bracket.  Look for the model number and search for it on the internet.  Most 

can be purchased that would reinstall to the existing bracket in the ceiling.  Just re plug 

it in; they come with a battery, reattach and done.  They can be purchased in bulk to 

keep the cost down. I needed 10 in my home, so I did a little research and found a 

supply house in Georgia at a cost of $15.00 each with no tax and free shipping.   

Some of you may have a monitored alarm system in addition to your smoke detectors 

that came with fire detectors as part of your installation.  I said fire detector, there are 

differences.  One detector senses smoke, others detect fire or do both.  You need to 

check with your Alarm Company that did your installation to discuss the maintenance 

and backup options that were installed in your system.  An alarm company that monitors 

your home for fire or breakage of doors or windows is separate from your smoke alarms 

I discussed above.    

And of course, one last thing, do you have or, have you discussed a FIRE ESCAPE 

PLAN with your family?  These are instructions for all members of your family to get out 

of the house as quickly as possible.  Having a meeting place is important.  This can be 

a tree or mailbox, light pole or neighbor’s house but a safe distance away from your 

home.  This is most important so that you know all family members are accounted for.  

Also have a plan for an alternate exit in case your main exit is blocked by fire. DO NOT 

GO BACK INTO YOUR HOME for anything.  Notify responding fire department 

personnel, they are trained and have the proper equipment to enter a building 

containing smoke or fire. 

I know this is the last thing we like to discuss because it just isn’t something that 

happens to everyone, however it can and does happen.  One thing I have learned being 

with the Fire Service is that bad stuff does happen to good people.  It is all about 

reducing risk in our lives.  We see the Doctor for yearly physicals, we get our car 

serviced so we do not break down on the road.  Why not take the necessary 

precautions in our home to reduce the risk from the devastating loss from fire or smoke.  

 

 

 


